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Having exposed the fallacy and impos- 
ture of the system, I shall proceed to add a 
few strictures on its doctrines, discipline, and 
general tendency. 


DOCTRINES. 


The first of these of course regards their 
tule of faith. Mr. Chettle, like many others, 
says, ‘The Bible alone is the religion of 
Protestants;” but he knew well that this was 
false in regard to Methodism. Mr. Wesley 
speaking on this subject says, “If any one 
will say, {read only the Bidle—then he ought 
to teach others to read only the Bible, and 
by the same rule to hear only the Bible. If 
you need only the Bible you are above St. 
Paul who wanted others too—Bring the 
books, says he, but especialiy the parch- 
ments.” 

The Conference teaches that the rule of 
doctrine to a Methodist preacher is Wesley’s 
Notes on the New Testament, and his four 
volumes of Sermons; to which is added all 
his other works, and those of Mr. Fletcher 
of Madely, and they practically act upon it. 
I knew a preacher who was called to account 
before his brethren for teaching a most true 
doctrine respecting Christian perfection and 
the direct witness of the spirit. He vindi- 
cated himself first by most plain passages of 
holy Scripture; the president answered—the 
question is not what the Scripture teaches, 


but what Methodism teaches; you are a Me- 
thodist preacher and must teach the doctrines 
of Mr. Wesley. He then appealed to Mr. 
Wesley’s works and produced passages in 
proof. This begat a warm dispute among 
them, what was the sense of Wesley on the 
point at issue—part saw plainly that Wesley 
taught this doctrine, the other part saw plain- 
ly that he did not. The person then appeal- 
ed to Mr. Henry Moor, chairman of the dis- 
trict, and received for answer that the doc- 
trine was the same as he himself taught, and 
agreeably both to Wesley and the Scriptures. 
This proves that the Bible is not the only rule 
of Methodism—nay, more, it proves that the 
Bible is not the rule at all; and consequent- 
ly that Mr. Chettle’s assertion is altogether 
false. Other principal doctrines of Metho- 
dism are those of justification by faith alone, 
and the above named direct witness of the 
spirit. 

Justification they define to be the act of 
God pardoning sin granted to faith; which 
faith is to believe that God does this instant 
pardon me. ‘ Whatever thou hast, or what- 
ever thou hast not, the moment thou thus be- 
lievest, that moment thou art justified.”— 
Wesley’s Sermons on Justification and Sancti- 
fication, And the moment this ‘act is per- 
formed by God, the proclamation of it is made 
in the soul, and as an evidence, he sends forth 
the spirit into the heart, crying Abba, Fa- 
ther. And thus they receive a full metaphy- 
sical assurance of God’s favour and eternal 
life! Hence they say no one can be in the 
favour of God and not know it! Now let us 
examine this favorite doctrine of theirs. 

In the first place the definition is false.— 
For justification is not merely the act of par- 
doning a sinner. Whatever may be a legal 
justification in a Court of Justice, as Mr. 
Wesley and others suppose, legal justifica- 
tions among men are not the measures of the 
justice of God. Nothing can be justified 
with God which is not really just in itself; 
and, therefore, before a man can be justified 
with God, or rather in the act of justification, 

















he must have a new heart and a new spirit. 


His inward house must: be swept and gar- 

nished with the graces of heaven, viz. Faith, 

Hope, Gharity, and an obedient heart. Jus- 

tification, therefore, is both the pardoning of 
past sins and the imparting . of :réal ‘justice. 

Nor is this by faith alone, for repentance 

and obedience are as much conditions of jus- 
tification as faith. “To that man-willddoek- 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that 

trembleth at my word. He that repenteth 

and forsaketh shall find mercy. Rahab the 

harlot was justified by works—shew me thy 

faith without any works, I will shew thee my 

faith by my works; so t faith without 

works is dead, being alone.” Nor is this 
faith the believing that we are justified in or- 

der to be justified, which would be to believe 

an untruth in order to obtain the truth. But 

faith is to believe all that God teaches, be- 

cause he isthe very truth, and cannot de- 

ceive, or be deceived. Mr. Wesley and the 

Conference teach that all works done before 

justification are sins; and this justification 

cannot take place without the knowledge of 
it. Now let us try the logic of it. 

All works done before the knowledge of 
justification cannot be pleasing to God, but 
have in them the nature of sin. 

But repentance, prayer, acts of Faith, 
Hope, Charity, alms-deeds, reading good 
books, going to the temple of God, convers- 
ing on pious subjects, using the appointed 
means, ke. are all works done before justifi- 
cation. 

Ergo.—All these and such like are not 
pleasing to God, but sinful in their nature. 

O Barbara! What a conclusion have you 
brought us to! It would be bad as taught by 
the church of England, but it is intolerably 
worse on the principles of Methodism. Of 
this I nave witnessed a practical example. 

Many years ago, a young man, a friend of 
mine, was almost converted to Methodism, at 
least he was among the groaners in the pangs 
of the new birth. Being one Sunday morn- 
ing at the prayer meeting with me, he was 
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asked to Go to prager, i. e. to make his debut 


in propria persona. He refused, and I after- 
wards remonstrated with him, telling him he 
was the very person who of all others ought 
to pray. He immediately answered, I can- 
not understand you; I have read Mr. Wes- 
ley’s works, and I find that all works done 
before justification are not pleasing to God, 
but sinful in their nature. Now 1 am not 
justified, or I should have the witness of the 
spirit. How then ought I to pray? My 
prayer instead of pleasing God would offend 
him. I was mute—I was astounded—lI had 
been puzzled before, but never did I see the 
falsity of the doctrine so clearly as now.— 
This poor young man soon after fell into the 
hands of a Baptist, who was a rank Antino- 
mian, and while Mr. Wesley had taught him 
that it was sinful to pray before justification, 
this wretch told him it was blasphemy to pray 
at all; that the Almighty knew his wants 
better than he did, arid had fixed his fate by 
an eternal decree; and if of the number of 
the elect, every thing would be given him 
without any labour on his part, but if of the 
reprobate, his prayer so far from profiting 
him would only increase his condemnation. 
God of Heaven! Merciful Redeemer of 
souls! What poor deluded wretches are we 
without the guiding authority and wisdom of 
thy church! Poor Frank, I know not where 
thou art, may heaven befriend thee, comfort 
thy disconsolate mind, and guide thy devious 
feet to the house of safety, and the paths of 
peace. 

As tothe doctrine of the direct witness 
and full assurance, it is as false as it is dan- 
gerous. ‘ Who is he that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness and hath no light, let 
him trust himself in the Lord and stay him- 
self upon his God.” I am not conscious to 
myself of any thing, says an Apostle, but in 
this I am not justified; he that judgeth me is 
the Lord. It M@this doctrine that is the fatal 
cause of so much ignorance of sin; so much 
pride and presumption of spirit; so much spir- 
itual blindness and hypocrisy. And a kin to 
this, is that other delusive doctrine of entire 
perfection. “QO, I have lived,” screamed 
out one in a love-feast, “I have lived | 
these three years and never had a thought | 
contrary to the will of God.””, Heavens bless 
me, thought I, what have I been doing? But 
I recollect that a wiser one had said, “ The 
just man falls seven times a-day.”” A better 
one prayed, ‘Cleanse thou me from secret 
faults, and from the sins of others spare thy 
servant.”” And a greater one still had said, 
“ If any man say he hath no sin, he deceiv- 
eth himself and-the truth is not in him.” I 
was therefore comforted and instructed by the | 
declaration of the wise man, “ He that trust- | 
eth his own heart is a fool.” 

Thus I have shewn that Methodism itself 
is discordant in its doctrines—that its teach- 
ers cannot point out any doctrine peculiar to 
Methodism as the infallible truth of God— 
on the contrary, they acknowledge that it is 
changeable and ever changing. And how} 
much more isolated, discordant, and inper- | 
fect does it appear, when compared with the | 
numerous and opposite religions with which | 
it is surrounded? How necessary, my breth- 
ren, is it for you to institute a serious inqui- 
ary, “ What is truth?” and do not dissolve 


Lof the founder, and the rights and welfare of 


I must again repeat, that as sure as Jesus |subordinate authority over the Conference, 


Christ revealed it perfect and infallible at and I again assert, you have no check upon 
first, so it must remain till the consummation them but by your money, and that only while 


of all things. 


And this truth is preserved | their plans are not matured for forcing it from 


and taught no where but in the Catholic | you. 


church. Do not be alarmed, my brethren, 
do not be led astray by the false and malicious | 
assertions of Mr. Chettle; I say false and, 
malicious, and this I could easily prove, were 
I writing an answer to his Strictures, but 
which are unworthy of an answer. I have’ 
been a Catholic upwards of eight years, and | 
have had means of knowing his doctrines, 
and I can lay my hand upon my heart and 
say, they are as far from the doctrines of the | 
Catholic church as hell is from heaven. 


DISCIPLINE. 


From the doctrine of Methodism I pass to 
her discipline, which is no ether way impor- 
tant than as affecting the wisdom and justice | 


the people. It is the doctrine, sacraments, 
and divine authority of a chureh which con- 
stitute it the church of God, whatever may 
be its discipline. But the discipline of a 
church renders it more, or less deserving of 
our esteem, as, in a human point of view, it 
is more, or less favourable to our natural 
rights and domestic happiness. We have 
heard much of the tyranny of the discipline 
of the Catholic church, but the machinery of 
its government is incomparably more wise, 
perfect, and conducive to the well-being of| 
man, than that of Methodism. 

The discipline of the Catholic church is a 
limited monarchy, and there is no doubt but 
our Catholic sovereign, Alfred the Great, 
copied this model in forming that admirable 
system of jurisprudence by which he govern- 
ed his people; and which our noble Catholic 
barons wrested from the tyrant John, and se- 
cured to us by that palladium of British lib- 
erties, Magna Charta. But Methodism is 
an absolute oligarchy, and, consequently, 
much more dangerous to the rights of man 
than an absolute monarchy, as many tyrants 
are worse than one. You are governed en- 
tirely by the Conference, nor have you any 
check upon them but by withholding your 
money, which, could they ever gain supreme 
legislative power, as the puritans did, they 
would soon force you to surrender. You 
have neither voice, nor representation, ex- 
cept by petition. The Conference sits with 
closed doors, t. ¢. none but the preachers in 
connexion with the Conference are aliowed 
even to be present, much less to vote in the 
expenditure of their own and the people’s 
money; an instance of this otherwise well- 
known fact came to my knowledge. 

A Mr. N d happened to be at the place 
of the rendezvous at the time of conference, 
and contrived to steal within doors during their 
sittings. In a short time he was discovered, 
a voice proclaiming, “‘ there is a person here 
who is not of our body,” and immediately all 
business was suspended. The eyes of the 
president darted their fiery rays at the of- 
fending intruder, and he was required to de-| 

art. 
: One part of the plan proposed by Mr. Kil-| 
ham was, that steward, or deputy from each 
cireuit, should be allowed to sit in conler- 
ence; but this was an unpardonable sin.— 
The same secrecy attends the aistrict meet- 








the court till you have received a reasonable 
and solid answer. 


pox. 





ings; there is no control, therefore, in any 


I wonder from my heart that no notice hag 
been taken of this seeret and formidable pow- 
er. I appeal to you, my Methodist brethren 
—Nay, | appeal to the nation at large, from 
the king to the beggar, whether it be wise 
and prudent and right to foster in the bosom 
of our dear country, a body of men so dan- 
gerous tothe state and to the liberties of 
Englishmen. They fawn indeed every year 
at the foot of the throne, and would lick the 
dust from the feet of the most time-serving 
courtier; but this is the wisdom of the ser- 
pent, the cunning of the fox, that praised the 
voice of a raven perched ona tree with a 
piece of flesh in its bill, till the silly bird at- 
tempting to gratify its flatterer dropped its 
food, which the sly reynard devoured with 
contemptuous approbation of the ravens folly. 
Thus methinks I see both the raven and the 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 





It is a fact, admitted by all who believe in 
the inspired writings, that power has been 
sometimes given to the devil to enter into the 
bodies of certain men, and to have such a 
command over their powers and faculties, as 
to incapacitate them for any of the common 
duties of life. ° In the New Testament num- 
berless instances of this kind of possession 
are recorded; and, as the words of scripture 
express, when these unhappy people were 
brought to our Saviour, their cure was effect- 
ed by his casting the devil out of them. How 
it was that the devil entered into bodies and 
possessed them, is not for us to determine.— 
The fact is all that we have to inquire into: 
and asthe fact is certified beyond the doubt 
of any Christian, other inquiries are nugato- 
ry and presumptuous. Whether this power 
was ever granted to the devil after the estab- 
lishment of the new law, and the redemption 
of mankind, is another question. Many, or 
even the generality of Protestants, are dis- 
posed to call it in question. But on this sub- 
ject the words of scripture are sufticiently 
clear to demonstrate that possessions were 
still to exist. Our Saviour, in the last words 
which he addressed to his disciples, declar- 
ed, that they who believed in him should 
have the power of casting out devils—in my 
name they shall cast out devils, (Mark xvi. 17.) 
If the power of the devil was to have been 
so restrained, as to prevent him from taking 
possession of bodies after the establishment 
of the new law, the granting the power of 
casting him out would have been vain and 
nugatory. From this text alone, therefore, 
it may be proved that possessions were not to 
cease to exist. In fact, we read in the Acts 
of the Apostles, that possessions continued 
to exist, and that the power of casting them 
out was the privilege only of the true be- 
lievers in Christ, (Acts xix.) Even the hand- 
kerchiefs and aprons which were brought 
from the body of St. Paul, cast out devils, 
(ibid. 12.)—If then possessions continued to 
exist after the time that our redemption was 


completed, what evidence can be brought to’ 


prove that they have discontinued since that 
time? In what age was it that the power of 
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the devil was effectually restrained in this 
respect? The words of our Saviour above 
cited, apply to those who shall believe in him 
in all succeeding ages. These signs shall 


follow them that believe, in my name they shall 


cast oul devils, Sc. If the scriptures, there- 
fore, infer that the power of casting out de- 
vils, and consequently that objects on which 
that power was to be exercised, were to con- 
tinue to exist in after times, from what source 
can testimony be brought to prove that they 
have discontinued? Not from ecclesiastical 
history, for this is directly in opposition to 
such an opinion: witness the power of exor- 
cising which from the earliest ages has been 
conferred on those who entered into the minis- 
try. Not from the new acquired lights which 
the glorious reformation spread over the minds 
of men: witness the laws against witchcraft, 
made, or confirmed during the reigns of our 
first Protestant sovereigns. From what 
source, therefore, is evidence to be brought? 
The fact is, that there is no source to which 
application can be made, and consequently, 
no evidence that can be brought against it, 
All that can be said is, “ such things are not 
believed in these times.” And what does 
this prove? Nothing more than that the spi- 
rit of incredulity has kept pace with the pre- 
tended refinements of the age; and that, if 
our Saviour was to appear again on the earth, 
his wonderful works would make no greater 
impression on the minds of these enlightened 
men, than they did on the incredulous high- 
priests and Pharisees, 

These remarks I have premised, previous 
to the insertion in your Journal of an account 
of a young woman who was attacked with 
illaess in an extraordinary manner, and who 
was relieved from it in a manner.equally ex- 
traordinary; in a word, who had every ap- 
pearance of being possessed. The following 
account may be relied on in every particular 
as being strictly true. 1 was the minister of 
God employed on the occasion, and truth is 
more to me than all the boastings of pride 
and vain-glory. I know what is said, (Luke 
x.) Rejotce not in this, that spirits are subject 
to you. Indeed I do not consider that my 
ministry was more efficacious than the minis- 
try of any other exorcist of the Catholic 
Church would have been, Without any re- 
gard to my merits, or demerits, I consider it 
as no other than as asign for unbelievers, and 
as an effect of the promise of Christ, (Mark 
xvi. 17.) For the glory, therefore, of his 
name, and as a testimony of the truth of the 
Catholic church, I publish it. 

“¢ Some time after Easter, in the year 1815, 
Iwas informed that a young married woman, 
of the name of While, in the parish of King’s 
Norton, Worcestershire, a Protestant, was 
afflicted with an extraordinary kind of illness, 
and that her relations, who occupied a small 
farm, were convinced that her illness arose 
solely from the malice of a rejected admirer, 
who, they said, had employed the assistance 
of a reputed wizard at Dudley, to do her a 
mischief. These were their terms. I paid 
but little attention to this story. Afterwards 
I was informed by asister who frequents our 
markets, and supplies with butter a respecta- 
ble family of my congregation, Mr. Powel, 
Suffolk-street, that the young woman was 
married in the beginning of the preceding 
Lent,—that her former admirer repeatedly 
declared, that if she did marry any other she 








should never have another happy day,—that 
the day after her marriage she was seized 
with an extraordinary kind of mental com- 
plaint,—that she became suddenly delirious, 
—that she raved, and declared that a multi- 
tude of infernal spirits surrounded her,—-that 
they threatened to carry her away,—and that 
she must go with them ‘The poor sister in- 
formed my friend, with tears streaming down 
her cheeks, that she continued in that state 
night and day for nearly two months, and 
that the whole family were almost exhausted 
with the fatigue of constantly attending her; 
for, she said, they could not leave her alone, 
lest she should put her threats of destroying 
herself into execution. At the end of about 
two months, according to the relation of the 
same sister, the poor creature was so spent, 
that her medical attendant (who during the 
whole time of his attendance declared -that 
her illness urose more from a mental than 
corporeal cause) declared that, in all proba- 
bility, she could not survive four and twenty 
hours. The clergyman of the parish was call- 
ed in to assist her in her last moments; but 
he found her in a state not to be benefited 
by his assistance, and he departed. Amongst 
the neighbors, who came to make a tender of 
their good offices for the relief of the afilicted 
family, was a Catholic woman. Her offers 
were accepted, and she was frequently with 
her. Finding her reduced almost to a state of 
inanition, and hearing her speak of these in- 
fernal spirits every time she opened her lips, 
the thought came into her mind of applying 
to her some holy water. She accordingly 
procured some, dipped her finger into it, and 
made the sign of the cross upon her forehead. 
Instantly the poor sufferer started, and in a 
faint voice exclaimed: You have scalded me. 
However, she leaned upon the bosom of her 
attendant, and, what she had not done for a 
considerable time before, she fell into a gen- 
tle sleep. On awaking, she continued to 
hold the same language as before. The Ca 
tholic put a little holy water into her mouth. 
But the very instant it entered her mouth, 
she seemed to be in a state of suffocation.— 
She and the others who were with her, were 
alarmed, and expected that every instant 
would be her last. In a short time, however, 
she swallowed it, and after many convulsive 
struggles, she regained her breath, and ex- 
claimed with violence: You have scalded my 
throat: you have scalded my throat. In a few 
minutes she fell again into a comfortable 
sleep, and continued so for some hours.— 
The next morning she appeared refreshed, 
and spoke reasonably for a short time. Be- 
ing informed of what had been applied to 
her, she seemed to wish for more. The swal- 
lowing was attended with the same sensation 
of scalding, and the same convulsive strug- 
les as before; but it seemed to give her ease. 
‘rom that time, the danger of death seemed 
to decrease by degrees. She enjoyed lucid 
intervals from time to time; and invariably 
after the application of holy water, although 
attended with the same sensations as before, 
she fellinto aslumber. One remarkable cir- 
cumstance deserves notice. In one of her 
paroxysms, she insisted on getting up, and 
going out of doors: she said, that there was 
a large snake in front of the house, that she 
would go and kill it, and that then one of her 
enemies would be removed. Nothing would 
satisfy her, till this same sister, who gave the 











account, assured her that she would go down 
and kill it. She went down, and to her great 


astonishment, found a large snake, and suc- 


ceeded in destroying it. 

This, in substance, is the account which 
the sister gave of Mrs. White’s extraordina- 
ry illness. At the same time it was asked 
whether I could be of any assistance to her, 
or whether it was probable that I could be pre- 
vailed on to go and see her? My friend who 
related to me the whole of the above account, 
asked me to go. I replied, that I knew noth- 
ing of them, nor they of me; but that, if she 
would walk over, and examine into the state 
of the poor woman, I would go, if there. ap- 
peated to her to be any probability of my 
being of service. She went, and on her re- 
turn she informed me that all she had heard 
seemed to be true, and assured me that all 
the family were desirous of seeing me, and 
particularly-the young woman herself. How- 
ever, I still delayed: till at length, on Tues- 
day in Rogation week, May 2, 1815, a spe- 
cial messenger came over to inform me that 
Mrs. White was in a worse state than ever, 
and to request me to go and see her without 
delay. I obeyed the’ call: and I may say 
with truth, that it was the most awful visit 1 
ever made during the whole course of my 
ministry: The distance was about six miles. 
No sooner had I cleared the skirts of the 
towz, than I heard the noise of distant thun- 
der before me. Before I had proceeded two 
tniles, the storm was nearly over my head; 
and I may say, that during the remainder of 
my walk, and during the time I was with her, 
there was hardly a cessation of one minute 
between the claps of thunder. I do not say 
that in this there was any thing supernatural; 
but knowing the business I was upon, it was 
truly awful. When I arrived at the house, 
I was informed that she was in a dreadful 
state, and that the strength of two persons 
was necessary to keep her.in bed. I went 
up stairs, and on entering into the room, be- 
fore she saw me, the curtains being drawn 
on the side where I entered, she turned to 
the other side of the bed, and struggled so 
violently to get away, that it was with diffi- 
culty that her husband and two women over- 
powered her. Ina few minutes, before she 
had lifted up her eyes to see me, for she had 
turned her face downwards, she stretched out 
her hand to me in a convulsive manner, and 
fell speechless and spent upon her back.— 
After atime, she opened her eyes, and in a 
faint whisper answered a question that was 
put to her, and said that she knew who I was. 
She revived by degrees, and in a short time 
could speak in an audible voice. Her friends 
having requested me to try if I could discoy- 
er what it was that weighed most upon her 
mind, for they said they had tried to no pur- 
pose, I requested them to withdraw. Being 
alone, she related to me, as far as she could 
recollect, the circumstances of her illness, 
and I found that they corresponded exactly 
with the accounts given by her sister. I 
questioned her as to the cause, but I could 
not discover that it was owing to any thing 
weighing heavy on her mind: she was posi- 
tive, she said, that it was the young man who 
had done her a mischief. 1 then proceeded to 
explain to her some of the articles of the Ca- 
tholic faith. She listened with every atten- 
tion: and when I assured her that she must 
believe the Holy Catholic Church, before she 
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could obtain relief, she, without hesitation, 
declared that she did believe, and that she 
believed from the moment she knew what 
holy water was, and experienced its effects. 
From the time it was first applied, she said 
that the devils seemed to keep at a greater 
distance from her, and that the number seem- 
ed to be diminished. Such were the ideas 
on her mind at the time. She was convinc- 
ed, she said, that it was not the effect of ima- 
gination,—that she was not delirious,—that 
she knew every thing that was said to her, 
and that she could recollect every thing that 
had passed. I asked her to tell me where 
the holy water was. Her voice immediately 
faultered; and with every endeavour, I per- 
ceived that she could not point out with her 
finger, nor tell me by words where it was.— 
She was like an infant attempting to point 
out an object. I looked about and found it. 
I dipped my finger into it, and made the sign 
of the cross on her forehead. She started 








as soon as I touched her, and was a little! 
convulsed. I asked her what was the matter? | 
For a few moments she could not articulate: | 
but as soon as she could speak, she said that | 
it scalded her. After a littie more conver- | 
sation, I desired her to join with me in re- 
peating the Lord’s Prayer. She consented, 
and without difficulty repeated the first words. 
But when we came to the petitions, her voice 
faultered: she was labouring for breath, and 
appeared to be almost suffocated: her coun- 
tenance and limbs were convulsed. The 
greatest stammerer could not find greater | 
difficulty in pronouncing words, than she did | 
in pronouncing every word of the petitions. | 
At one time I was inclined to desist, think-| 
ing that it was impossible for her to finish it: 
but we laboured on, and at length came to) 
the end. After a short pause, she again be- 
gan to converse with me with a free voice, 
without the least faultering.—I explained to 
her the nature of exorcisms, and proposed 
to read them over her. She consented, and 
said that she would endeavour to offer up her 
prayers to God during the time, in the best 
manner she could. As soon as I began the 
exorcisms, she fell into a state of convulsive 
agitation not indeed endeavouring to get 
away, but every limb, every joint, seemed to 
be agitated and convulsed, even her counte- 
nance was distorted; it required constant at- 
tention to keep her covered. Now it was 
that I felt in a particular manner the awful | 








situation in which I was.—All alone, with a 
person in her distressed condition—the light- | supposed to enter into a combination to im- 
ning flashed, and the thunder rolling—and I | pose upon the public by pretences, the falla- 
icy of which would have been soon discov- 
spirit to reply to my interrogatories, and to | 
I acknowledge that my | 
flesh home to creep, and my hair to stand an | 
end. owever, I proceeded on till I came | 


with an imperative voice commanded the evil 


go forth from her. 


to the conclusion, and nothing happened ex- 
cept the violent agitations of the poor suffer- 
er, which continued uninterrupted during the 
whole time. After I had finished, she be- 
came calm, and in a few minutes began to 
converse with me with the same ease as be- 
fore. Among other things, I asked her 
whether she had felt any particular sensa- 
tions during the time that I was coming to 
see her? She said that, during the whole 





afternoon, she had felt the most determined 
resolution to destroy herself; that she em- 
ployed every means to induce her friends to 
leave the room, or to make her escape from 


\friends, who had no means of discovering 


them: and that, if she had succeeded, she 
should have laid violent hands on herself the 
moment she was at liberty ——I explained 
to her the nature of baptism, the necessity 
of receiving it, and the effects produced by 
it. During the course of our conversation, 
discovering that there were strong reasons to 
doubt whether she had been baptized at all, 
ot whether the essential rites had been ob- 
served in her baptism, I coaceived that it 
would be adviseable to rebaptize her condi- 
tionally. I proposed it, and she readily con- 
sented. I gave her what instructions were 
necessary, and repeated several acts of con- 
trition. Finding her in dispositions the most 
satisfactory, I made use of the holy water, 
and baptized her, subject to the condition, if 
she be not baptized. During the time, she 
trembled like a leaf, and the features of her 
countenance were distorted like those of a 
person in acute pain. Upon my putting the 
question to her, she replied as she did before, 
that it gave her as much pain as if boiling 
water had been poured over her. Immedi- 
ately after the ceremony was concluded, she 
began to speak to me with all the cheerful- 
ness of a person in perfect health and spi- 
rits. We conversed together for a few min- 
utes, and I took my leave, promising to see 
her again the next day. Tier sister went to 
her, and her first request was that she might 
have a cup of tea and something to eat, and 
before I left the house she eat and drank as 
she had done before her affliction. I went 
to see her the next day: I found her down 
stairs in perfect health; at least no effects of 
her illness were perceptible, except a weak- 
ness of body. From that time to this she 
has enjoyed good health, and not the least 
symptoms of her former complaint have been 
felt. It is now more than a twelvemonth 
since.” 

These are the circumstances of this extra- 
ordinary case. ‘ Such things, perhaps, may 
not be believed in these times.”” But let the 
circumstances be considered. Here we see 
a Protestant, one bred up in all the prejudi- 
ces of that sect, one who from education had 
been taught to entertain the greatest aversion 
to Popish superstition and witchcraft—one 
who had lived at a distance from any Catho- 
lic place of worship, who had no Catholic 





that her ideas of the abomination and idola- 
try of Catholics were mere prejudices and 
idle tales, and who could not, of course, be 


ered by her husband and relations, all Pro- 
testants. Here we see a woman who was in 
a state of seeming delirium for a length of 
time, declared by her medical assistant to be 
in immediate danger of death, attended by a 
Protestant clergyman, and forsaken by him 
as unable to profit of his assistance-—here 
we see a woman in this dreadful state reliev- 
ed by the application of mere salt water 
blessed by a Catholic Priest, and relieved in 
such a manner as, after inquiring from whence 
her relief came, to express her earnest de- 
sires to see a person of whose character and 
religion she had never heard a favourable 
opinion, and whose person she had never 
seen; and not only an earnest desire to see 
him, but to express her determination to re- 


embrace the religion of this person, of whiclr 
she knew nothing, except the effects above 
described:—here, again I say, we see a wo- 
man, who, with every determination of self- 
destruction in her mind, in the most violent 
paroxysms of mental affliction, suddenly re- 
lieved by the prayers and ministry of this un- 
known person—this priest of the Catholic 
church: and relieved in such a manner as to 
be able to return, the very next day, to the 
duties of social life, and to continue in that 
state, without any relapse, for more than a 
twelvemonth, down to the present time. The 
public may form what opinion they please of 
this case: but if they do not call it extraordi- 
nary, they will not speak aecording to the 
dictates of reason and experience: and if they 
do not say that it has the appearance of some- 
thing supernatural, they must have more ex- 
tended ideas of the powers of nature, than 
what is to be learned from the knowledge of 
connection between causes and effects; or 
they must be determined to believe nothing 
that exceeds the ordinary powers of nature, 
however strong the evidence may be. 

But without making any farther comments, 
I will leave the fact to speak for itself, with 
this declaration attending it, that as a minis- 
ter of God I vouch for the truth of it, as it 
is here related. Although I am aware that 
great numbers of the super-enlightened men 
of the age will turn away from it as beneath 
their notice, and unworthy of credit, merely 
because it is extraordinary. I am convinced 
that there are many pious souls in these 
times, as well as in the times of our Saviour, 
who do not require supernatural proofs 
for supernatural occurrences, and who are 
ready to believe, although they do not see, 
when sufficient evidence is brought before 
them:--I am convinced there are man 
who believe in the promises of Christ that 
his disciples should cast out devils, and who 
are delighted, but not astonished, when they 
hear that, on such, or such an occasion, spi- 
rits are subject to them. Signs of this kind 
were intended for the edification of tne good, 
und for the conversion of unbelievers. May 
the God of all mercy and power cause that 
these effects may be produced, whenever it 
shall please him to shew forth the power of 
his might in the performance of any thing 
which surpasses the ordinary powers of na- 
ture, 
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LETTERS RECEIVED THIS WEEK FROM 


Messrs. Peter Cassily, Zanesville, Ohio—John Jami- 
son, Martinsburg, Va.—R. Elliott, Albany, N. Y. 





The Members of the R. C. Female Cloth- 
ing Society are requested to meet at 3 o’clock, 
P. M. on Wednesday next, in the Female 
School under the Church of the Holy Cross 
—for the purpose of electing their Officers 
for the ensuing year.—It is hoped that there 
will be a full meeting on that occasion. 





We refer our Readers to the columns of 
this No. for a sketch of the first regular lec- 
ture of the Course, which the wanton and 








nounce her own religion which she knew, to 
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Calvinistic Minister, upon Roman Catholics 
and their Holy Religiog, have obliged the 
Right Rev. Bishop Fenwick and the Very 
Rev. Dr. O’Flaherty to give to the Public 
of Boston. 

The cry of Fire had in the course of the 
Lecture caused some alarm in the Church, 
but, aff®# a few niimutes, order had been 
so far restored as to enable the Preacher 
to finish his Discourse, It was not only 
gratifying but edifying to behold the tru- 
ly respectful conduct of the immense au- 
dience, amounting nearly to five thousand, 
throughout the evening’s service, It spoke 
volumes, and proves that the enlightened and 
liberal portion of our fellow-citizens, how- 
ever widely they may differ from Roman Ca- 
tholics ia points of Doctrine, naturally feel 
indignant at seeing any sect of men in the 
guise of Religion proscribing, and vilifying 
at least half a million of our fellow-citizens, 
merely because they conscientiously believe 
that they can adore God according to the 
Constitution of “the Holy Catholic Church.” 

The Ladies and Gentlemen of Boston are 
respectfully informed that the next Lecture 
will be given in the church of the “ Holy 
Cross,” at half past six o’clock, on Sunday 
Evening next, by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Fenwick ; and that arrangements will be 
made, so as to obviate the necessity of their 
remaining without doors for any length of 
time. The doors will be thrown open Imme- 
diately after Vespers, and the committee of 
arrangement will consider it a duty, and feel 
pleasure in accommodating with seats such 
Ladies and Getmtlemen of the various deno- 
minations as may ke disposed to hear the 
Catholic Lectures. 

5c There are no stoves cither in, or un- 
der the church. The committee of vigilance 
will see that no disorder, or danger shall arise 
from without. 





(From the Boston Courier.) ~ 

SUNDAY EVENING CATHOLIC LECTURE. 

By Rev. Dr. O’FLAneERTY. 

The preacher observed that we live in a 
happy land; that we are all equally shielded 
in our civil and religious rights by the Magna 
Charta of a mighty republic; that every man, 
in this home of Freedom, is bound by the 
principles of justice, dependence, and grati- 
tude, to adore his God in the manner, which, 
upon mature deliberation, he believes to be 
most consistent, pleasing to the Arbiter of the 
Universe, beneficial to himself, to the great 
cause of Morality, and, of course, to the pre- 
servation of the splendid temple of National 
Independence, which the heroes of the Rev- 
olution had erected upon the ruins of tyran- 
ny. 

How any man, or sect of men, calling 
themselves Christians, could, with the slight- 
est color of justice, or honor, and consistent- 
ly with our unrivalled constitution, calumni- 
ate and endeavor to vilify, by foul misrepre- 


sentation, not only half a million of their fel- 
low-citizens, but nearly five sixths of the 
Christian world, who are convinced that they 
serve God in spirit and in truth, must, he ob- 
served, appear horrid and cruel to every hon- 
est, honorable man; that the Roman Catho- 
lics are the people whose religion has been 
so shamefully traduced; that, to the confu- 
sion of the slanderer, it was then proclaimed 
to the world, that they are the patriots, the 
republicans, the enemies of tyranny of every 
description, whom wicked and designing men, 
under the mantle of a political sanctimony, 
are labouring to stigmatize, and at the same 
time to impose upon the good nature of the 
American people. He remarked, that Ro- 
man Catholics are the men, whom a certain 
body of men, rallying under the banner of a 


not only of the immense audience which he 
then addressed, but of the Roman Catholics 
in particular, would fain exterminate, merely 
because the Roman Catholics are ever will- 
ing to pay to Cesar his tribute, and to the 
God of Heaven his just dues and demands. 
He stated that Roman Catholics were all 
opposed to the unnatural amalgamation of 
Church and State; that the once oppressed, 
but heroic colonies of North America, pain- 
fully felt its grinding, murderous effects; that 
it had, from the days of the 8th Henry, strip- 
ped England of her continental fortresses and 
hung around her a national debt, which, mill- 
stone like, is dragging her crumbling throne 
and herself into the bowels of the deep; that 
a Puritanic amalgdMation of Church and 
State, roused into furious action by the Cal- 
vinistic John Knox, whom Dr. Johnson aptly 


eallad. ‘bh tha. n.c ? 
swept away the Ratise al Yodependence of 


Scotland, and that she accordingly withered 
into a province; that Ireland herself has been 
almost annihilated by so monstrous and ini- 
quitous a system; that vain and fruitless 
would be such unjust, anli-christian efforts in 
this last hold of Freedom; that nugatory, in- 
deed, (for time will prove it) must be the pri- 
vate and public attempts of those amalgama- 
tors to bend the religion of American Roman 
Catholics under the Calvinistic yoke; that 
said religion is not supple, but too strong and 
stubborn to submit, except to lawful authori- 
ty, and then only as far as that authority is 
compatible with the laws of God; that it had 
deeply shot its roots into the American soil, 
and required more than a Calvinishic power 
to pluck it up; that, besides, there is a re- 
deeming spirit in our confederate constitu- 
tion, as well as in the enlightened body of the 
American people, which would frown down 
the ungodly attempt, and that it was to sucha 
spirit that an humble advocate of his holy re- 
ligion appealed on the occasion. 

The preacher respectfully begged leave to 
state that it was as foreign from his heart and 
that of his Bishop, as it was from their reli- 
gion, wilfully to hurt the feelings of any in- 
dividual then present in the course of the 
Lectures; that they duly appreciate the hon- 
est errors of the human mind, and wished to 
make every reasonable allowance for the pre- 
judice of education,—but, that while they 
did so, they felt themselves solemnly bound 
by duty, to the audience, to themselves, their 
religion and their God, to vindicate Roman 











Catholics and their venerable Church from 


the falsehoods and rank aspersions that have, 
of late, been» wantonly and wickedly flung 


/against them by a Calvinistic minister of 
‘this city; that said minister had filled his qui- 
ver in the armory of English Protestant pre- 
|judice, but, destitute of the vigor and dex- 
terity of a faithful archer, had not only ex- 
|hausted his quiver, but, in every instance, 
disgracefully missed his mark; that his attack 
displayed neither liberality, nor honesty; that 
|he should have confronted Roman Catholics, 
\with their real doctrines, drawn from truly 
| Catholic books, and not from works that are 
confessedly Protestant, and then, if possible, 
to have confounded the Roman Catholics; 
that the Catholic book-store of this city had 
been open and perfectly accessible to him; 
that with such weapons, if at all, the Calvin- 





mock orthodoxy, and forging a despotic chain, | istic minister should have made his attack; 
to bind down the civil and religious liberties |that it was to him therefore, and the other 


Calvinistic ministers, but by no means to the 
well-disposed members of their respective 
congregations, that the present Lectures are 
to be trclusively dedicated; that he (the 
preacher) and his bishop always made, as 
they then did, a marked difference between 
the Calvinistic ministers and their people; 
that they viewed the people as the victims, the 
innocent victims cf their Calvinistic minis- 
ters, who teaching the doctrines of men, (and 
of such men as John Calvin and John Knox) 
have usurped the office of preachers and ac- 
quired an ephemeral ascendency over the 
minds and but too frequently over the purs- 
es of the people. That these Calvinistic 
ministers have neither an ordinary nor eztre- 
ordinary vocation in the Biblical sense of the 
term, the preacher said would be proved be- 
fore the termination of these Catholic Lec- 
{Ee TietBRE Sig minister ought to remember 
they (the Bishop and the speaker) shou 
ot course defend their religion and them- 
selves; that while he (the preacher) confin- 
ed himself for proofs of his several positions 
to the Bible and to Protestant authors, on 
this occasion, he might lawfully apply to Ro-: 
man Catholics, what their adorable Redeemer 
observed to the Apostles and through them 
to his church in all succeeding ages. St. Matt. 
chap. v. v. 11, 12. 

After these preliminary remarks, the 
Preacher commenced his discourse from the 
following text: And I say to thee, that thou art 
Peter; and upon this rock I will build my 
Church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against it. Matt. xvi. 18. He stated the 
word Church to have many significations, but 
the most prominent and appropriate was, the 
Society of Christians, who profess the same 
Faith, partake of the same Sacraments, are 
united under the same spiritual head and obey 
the same spiritual authority; that, until the 
commencement of the sixteenth century, there 
was but one prominent body of Christians 
throughout the civilized world, who were kept 
together by a lawful Shepherd, and who adopt- 
ed and had acted upon the definition of the 
word Church as he had used it; that it was 
reserved for an apostate, licentious Monk, 
and an equally *exceptionable Man,—who, 
for crime monstrous, strange, and unnatural, 
was branded between the shoulders, at Noyau, 
in Picardy in France, and sought a refuge 
from his country, his shame and subsequent 
impiety in the city of Geneva—to disturb the 
repose of the Christian world; all of which 
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he stated should be satisfactorily proved in 
the course of the Lectures, tothe confusion 
of the enemies of truth, and the seducers of 
a virtuous, a republican, and, in other re- 
spects, an enlightened people. He observed 
that although America was blessed with a 
free and happy government, yet she was not 
equally fortunate in having obliterated from 
her mind many of the religious prejudices, 
which she had imbibed from her Protestant 
ancestors. He then proceeded to show the 
principle which justified Catholics in the pro- 
fession of their religion; that as there was 
but one true God, there could be but one true 
religion, and that it was essentially necessa- 
ry that this true religion should possess cer- 
tain, distinctive marks; that it could not be 
consistent with the justice and mercy of the 

Incarnate Deity to oblige us to adhere to a 

Church under the penalty of being consider- 

ed asthe Heathen and Publican, if he had 

not left us some certain means, whereby to 
discover that Church; that the marks which 
distinguish his Church are Unity, Sancrirty, 

Carnouiciry, or Universauity, and Apos- 

roticity. He then laid down the following 

syllogism: 

Lhe Church, which our Saviour built upon, 
St. Peter’s faith was characterized by these 
marks. 

But the Roman Catholic church has these 
marks: 

Therefore, the Roman Catholic church is the 
Church which our Saviour built upon St. 
Peter’s faith. 


Church of Christ, must necessarily have had 
the cnaracter of unity. He then proceeded 
to show that she had also the character of 
sanctity. ist. Because Christ is her head, 
and assured her that the gates of Hell should 
never prevail against her; 2d. That none 
were admitted within her precincts, who had 
not been previously washec and sanctified by 
baptism; 3d. Her doctrines,precepts and prac- 
tices, are acknowledged by Calvin himself to 
lead to sanctity. He then referred to the Epis- 
tle of St. Paul to the Ephesians, v. 25, 26,27; 
and to the universal admission of Protestants 
that the Church is holy, The Church of 
Christ is also Catholic. This assertion he 
preved from the Prophets of the Old Law, 
as that of Isaiah ii. 2,3; Daniel ii. 35; Mi- 
cah iv. 12; Malachi i. 11, ete. ete.—and 
then in the New Testament, Matthew xxiv. 
14; xxviii. 19, etc. etc. Hence he conclud- 
ed, that the Church of Christ is Catholic.— 
She is evidently Apostolic, he remarked, as 
she was built upon St. Peter, who was an 
Apostle, as upon a rock. Her doctrine, 
moreover, was Apostolic, as it was preached, 
propagated and perpetuated by the Apostles 
_and their successors; therefore, the Church, 
which our Saviour built upon St. Peter, was 
characterized by the marks of Unity, Sanc- 
tity, Catholicity, and Apostolicity,—But the 
Roman Catholic church has these marks.— 
This proposition, (said Dr. O’F.) was so evi- 
dent to the Christian world for upwards of 
fifteen hundred years, that the reverse was 
never seriously and conscientiously enter- 





He then proceeded to prove the major pro- 
position, by observing that common sense 
teaches us, that unity is indispensable to the 
well being and duration of civil institutions, 
_and daily experience | conhapa ie tepart a 
vided against itself shall be made desolate, and 
every city, or house divided against itself shall 
not stand.” If unity be so important to every 
kingdom, city, or house, can we for a moment 
suppose that it is less so to the vast social 
system ot Religion. Reason, weak as it is, 
is sufficiently strong to persuade us that a 
confusion of creeds and diversified forms of 
worship are not consistent with the plan of 
the Christian Religion, which, like its Divine 
Author, must be essentially one and un- 
changeable. He said, truth must exist whole, 
entire, or not at all; that whatever were the 
precepts and doctrines which God gave to 
man,—they should be explained and adopted 
exactly as God had taught them, and that it 
was impossible than an all-wise, perfect and 
immutable God should sanction contradic- 


tions. -He further adduced in proof of his’ 


position, the unity of the Jewish Religion, 
which was established as temporary, and to 
prepare the way for the Christian Religion; 
its one temple, to which ail the tribes of Is- 
rael were obliged to resort, and in which alone 
lawful sacrifices were offered to the one true 
God, as prefigurative of the unity of the 
Christian faith. He then shewed that in the 
New Testament, we are presented with many 
figures and parables significant of the unity 
of the true Church, as the net, which was 
thrown into the sea, and took in an immense 
quantity of fish, etc. He dwelt particularly 
upon the prayer of Christ for his disciples, 
that they all might be one; upon the parable 
of the one fold and the onc shepherd; and quo- 
ted several passages from Se. Paul’s Epis- 


tained, until Luther and Calvin, by their pan- 
dering to the passions of the profligate, en- 


deavored to disprove it. 
———— 


I--+hon..chewed. thats 
mark of Unity, Ist, In point of her govern- 
ment; 2d, In her mode of warfare against Sa- 
tan, the world and the flesh. He then allud- 
jed to the ignorance, or malice of Dr. Beech- 
'er in attempting to disprove the Unity of the 
Catholic Church from the circumstance of 
there existing, in said church, various religi- 
| ous orders, instituted with a view of promot- 
ing more effectually the honor and glory of 
| God, and the salvation of souls; but which 
orders, in no one point of doctrine, differed 
| from the Catholic Church. This he illustrat- 


tles, from all which, he concluded that the |to preserve the Unity of the faith, and whose 


authority is admitted by many Protestants, 
He here noticed the sweeping and foul as- 
sertions made by Dr. Beecher in relation to 
the council of Trent, and which would be 
more particularly noticed in a future lecture. 
He alluded again to the ignorance and bad 
reasoning of Dr. B. in confounding the dis- 
cipline and doctrine of the RomaiPatholic 
Church. He stated that the discipthe of the 
church varied according to the peculiarities 
or circumstances of the Roman‘A@atholics 
dispersed throughout the worlds fat there 
were speculative questions in ®heology 
which frequently arose in the Sclpols, and 
which the church never defined as articles of 
faith, and therefore left her members at per- 
fect liberty to think, speak and act upon them 
as they pleased. As an example he instanc- 
ed the infallibility of the Pope, which Dr. B. 
had asserted was an article of Catholic faith! 
This assertion, Dr. O’F. observed, was wor- 
thy of the tongue that uttered it. The infal- 
libility of the Pope is a mere matter of spe- 
culation, and never was defined by the church 
as an article of faith. It is an uniform be- 
lief in the Catholic Church, said he, that the 
science of salvation was given to the apos- 
tles, entire and as she admits no new revela- 
tion, she cannot admit any new article of faith. 
Hence St. Paul said to the Galatians, 
“Though we, or an Angel from Heaven 
preach a Gospel to you, besides that we 
have preached, let him be anathema.” He 
then alluded to the conduct of the Catholic 
Church in every age, in culling off from her 
communion all who attempted to introduce 
any innovations in faith. Hence the true ex- 
planation of the term sect. He spoke of the 
palpable ignorance, or malice of Dr. B. ia 
confounding Jansenism, which was condemn- 
ed by the church, with the doctrines of the 
Jesuits, which are purely catbeiic. He 
quoted from Rousseau, a bitter enemy to ca- 
tholicity, the following seecence:—‘‘ Prove 
to me that I am bound (0 obey authority in 
religion, and to-mo:row I will become a 
Catholic.” 

In proof of the second mark, the sanctity of 
the church, he referred his audience to the 
countless abbeys, monasteries, churches and 
hospitals, which the piety of Catholics had 





ed by examples drawn from civil governments, 
‘under which there exists a variety of socie- 
ties, formed for particular purposes ultimate- 
ly tending to the public good. 3d. That the 
Roman Catholic Church was uniform in her 
doctrines, he proved from the fact, that were 
we to travel over the four quarters of the 
globe, we should everywhere find, as is evi- 
dent from history, that Roman Catholics pro- 
fess the same doctrine, admit and partake of 
the ‘same sacraments, acknowledge a spiri- 
tual submission to the same visible Head, 
the Bishop of Rome and successor of St. Pe- 
ter; that her opponents had always been puz- 
zled to ascertain at what precise period of 
time, she lost her unity, or any other of her 
distinguishing characteristics. He here al- 
luded to the inconsistency of Protestant wri- 
ters, and adduced numerous concessions 
from them, as they could not be suspected of 
partiality to the Catholic Church. On this 
subject he quoted from the Protestants, Na- 
pier, Whittaker, the Centuriators of Magde- 
burg, and others. He alluded to the four 
first general councils, which were assembled 





erected throughout all Europe. He showed 
that the miracles, which had been wrought in 
ithe Roman Catholic Church at different pe- 
'riods, proved her claim to sanctity. He cit- 
ed Collier, Fox, Lempriere, Hackluys, (all 
Protestants) to confirm his position; also 
Baldeus, and Tavernier. He freely admit- 
ted that there are and have been bad Catho- 
lics, even bad Popes, as immoral, as demor- 
alizing Calvinism may fancy; but this he 
contended, proved nothing against their reli- 
gion. There was a Judas among the Apos- 
tles, an Arnold among the devoted band who 
achieved our glorious independence; he de- 
fied Earth and Hell to produce a single in- 
stance of a Pope having ever inculcated a 
heresy, or issued a precept contrary to the 
faith and morality of the Catholic Church. 
That the possessed sanctity was evident from 
the number of Saints produced by her in 
every age, even according to the attestation 
of the book of Common Prayer of the church 
of England. 

The third mark of the Roman Catholic 
Church is Catholicity. This he shewed must 
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be admitted from the proofs already adduced 
to establish her claim to the two first marks; 
from the very name catholic, which she alone | 
possesses and from the many unsuccessful | 
attempts made by her enemies to deprive her | 
of that title. He shewed the meaning of the, 
word catholic, from the Greek, as signifying | 
that which exists in every time and region. | 
Such is the case with the Roman Catholic | 
Church, which he traced up to Jesus Christ. | 
In point of place he enumerated the ditferent | 
countries in the four quarters of the globe | 
where her doctrine prevailed, or were estab- 
lished according to the concessions of Pro- 
destant authors, 

The Roman Catholic Church possesses the 
fourth mark of the church of Christ—Aposto- 
licity. This he stated was evident from the 
proofs already adduced in favor of the other 
marks. He then shewed it from the words 
of his text, addressed to the Apostle St. Pe- 
ter, from her teaching precisely the same 
doctrine which the Apostles had taught, and 
their successors down to the present time— 
many of which doctrines would be particular- 
ly taken up in the present course of Lec- 
tures. He shewed the similarity of the con- 
duct of the pastors of the Roman Catholic 
Church to that of the Apostles, the sacrifices 
they had made, their labors, total renuncia- 
tion of the world, in order to devote them- 
selves exclusively to the duties of their min- 
istry; the perils they have to encounter;— 
and he contrasted their lives with those of 
the Calvinistic ministers; alluded to the celi- 
bacy of the catholic clergy, and shewed its 
advantages to religion and the disadvantages 
which attend the married state of the Calvin- 
istic ministry. Alluding to the personal sa- 
crifices of the catholic minister, he said, 
“ Behold him when Nature is shrouded in 
darkness, when the Heaven thunders .and 








syllogism according to form, and concluded 
by impressing a second time on the minds of 
his audience; his unwillingness to wound the 
feelings of any individual present; that he 
made a wide distinction between the people 
and their Calvinistic Ministers, who, he said, 
should be proved to have neither an ordinary 
nor extraordinary vocation, according to the 
Biblical sense of the term, Finally that, the 
last pulse of his heart and that of the Catho- 
lic Clergy and Laity, shall beat responsive 
to the cheering sounds of civil liberty and 
the Church of Christ, 





Sunpay Eveninc Apventure. Boston 
people are not only full of notions, according 
to the proberb, but they have the Yankee 
attribute of curiosity, to such an extent as to 
make them appear, in some respects and on 
some occasions, a little ridiculous. Posses- 
sing the attribute in equal fulness with the 
rest of our fellow citizens, we attempted on 
Sunday evening to hear the Lecture of Dr. 
O’Flaherty at the Catholic Church. The 
time set for the commencement of the servi- 
ces was half past six. Five minutes before 
six, the crowd of people was so great that we 
could not approach nearer than three or four 
rods of either door. ‘he doors were not 
then open, nor the interior of the church 
lighted. The throng was continually increas- 
ing, and the whole area, from Federal street 
up Franklin street, to some distance above the 
church, had the appearance of a sea of heads, 
so dense that the movement of one or two 
persons on the steps of the church seemed to 
set the whole mass in motion. One half, at 
least, of this crowd, appeared to be women; 
and as the street had not been previously 
trodden, except a simple track in the middle 
of it, hundreds of them must have been stand- 
ing several inches deep in light snow. When 





the torrent roars; nothing can damp the ardor 
of his zeal. The midnight hour summons | 
him to the pestilential abode of the dying. | 
He flies on the wings of religion, he hovers 
over the death-smitten victim, hears the qui- 
vering accents of penitent mortality, and 
cheers up the struggling soul on her way to| 
a glorious immortality. Such is the case of 
our clergy throughout the Catholic Uni- 
verse: Such is the case in this country; and 
our large and populous cities prove the fact. 
When yellow fever, or malignant typhus, 
scatters death among the ranks of men, you 
will then find the poor Catholic Priest to be 
the real Philanthropist, the good Samaritan, 
the true Shepherd; it is then you can see him 
smoothing the pillow of mortal agony and 
unfolding a luminous eternity to the depart- 
ing soul. Where then are the Calvinist Mi- 
nisters? Around the social fire-side with 
their dear wives and prattling babes, they 
cowardly shrink from the pestilential foe; 
they think how they may please their wives, 
and will not of course incur their displeasure, 
or the danger of bringing the infection home. 
Trus it is, that the good shepherd is ready to 
lay down his life for his flock, while the hire- 
ling flees at the approach of danger.” This 
particular point (he said) should constitute the 
subject of afuture Lecture. She is Apostolic, 
hecause she is the only church that can bring 
down anunbroken,genealogical pedigree from 
the days of St. Peter to the present Pontiff 
of Rome. Here he displayed an historical 





the doors of the church were opened, a rush 
commenced, which we have never seen equal- 
led except on one or two occasions in front 
of the theatre. For fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutesgthe current sat inward ; when, the 
church being crammed to overflowing, the 
tide began to ebb, and for about the same 
space, opposite currents met in the door 
ways, and must have produced some little 
shipwreck of silk cloaks and bonnets. At 
length the crowd without retired, but there 
was no period during the eyening when peo- 
ple were not coming up the steps and endea- 
voring to get a peep at theinterior. Proba- 
bly five times as many persons went away as 
were able to get into the church—which will 
contain several thousands, Near nine o’clock 
there was an alarm which produced great 
confusion in the audience. The atmosphere 
in the church had become an atmosphere of 
steam, and the lights resembled the dimp 
lamps of the streets in a foggy night. When 
a slight breeze of air was admitted through 
a door or window, this steam was rolled in 
clouds from side to side of the building, and 
by some was thought tobe smoke, This oc- 
casioned the cry of fire, and of course an in- 
terruption of the lecture. We believe that 
no serious accident happened, though many 
persons leaped from the windows,—some 
from the windows of the gallery; but there 
was not much danger in such a leap, as the 
performers could fall upon nothing harder 
than a six-foot snow-drift. One poor fellow 





chart of the succession. Then repeated his 


we heard of, while making a mould of his 





body in the said snow-drift, received the 
weight of two stout Irishmen, who jumped 
from the gallery windows. A looker-on (not 
Bass,) remarked that this was coming the pad- 
dy over him. Ibid, 





Ec With the kind assistance of a friend, 
we have been enabled to present to-day, a 
pretty ample sketch of the Lecture of Dr. 
O’Flaherty, (as will be perceived by the rea- 
der) a lecture of which we heard but a very 
small portion. The sketch we unhesitating- 
ly pronounce a faithful one, so far as it goes. 
We presume no one will think that it oceu- 
pies too much space, when it is considered 
how many persons listened to it, with intense 
interest, and what still greater numbers were 
disappointed in their attempts to hear. The 
subject, too, is one, which, from circumstan- 
ces well known to our readers, assumes a 
temporary importance, that may well deserve 
a place in any journal which professes to 
give a history of the leading occurrences of 
the day. 





From the Catholic. 
PENANCE. 


Protestants reject next the Sacrament. of 
Penance; and deny what they read express- 
ed in the clearest terms in that very scripture, 
which they profess to make their sole rule of 
faith; that Christ ever conferred on the pas- 
tors of his church the power of forgiving 
sins. 

Yet in what terms more plain and positive 
could he declare that he confered such a 
power upon them, than in the following; when, 
breathing upon them, he said: recewe ye the 
Holy Ghost; whose sins you shall forgive, they 
are forgiven; and whose sins you shall retain, 
they are retained, John xx. 23. 

Certain Protestants, particularly those of the 
church of England, finding this grant of the 
Saviour to his pastors too clearly annaunced 
to be roundly denied; contend, in orderto do 
away with the humbling duty of confession,; 
which it necessarily implies; that such: powel 
er granted is fully exercised by their clergyy 
when they pronounce over their assembled 
hearers the general absolution; a set formdf: 
which is found in. their Book of Common 
Prayer. But can any thing be more grossly 
absurd than to suppose that one forgives what! 
he has no knowledge of, or that one can ab= 
solve, or condemn, he knows not whom, or 
for what? 

When our Saviour declared the sins of the 
Paralytic forgiven, the Scribes and Phari- 
sees said within themselves: This man blas- 
phemes; who can forgive sins, but God? But 
Jesus, seetng their thoughts, said to them: why 
think you evil in your hearts? Matt. viii. 2, 3, 
4. Yet they only thought as Protestants do. 
And our Saviour works a miracle to prove 
that they were wrong. That you may know, 
said he, that the Son of man on earth has powe 
er to forgive sins ; then said he to the man sick of 
the palsy, arise: take up thy bed, and go into 
thy house: and he arose and went into his house; 
and the multitude seeing it, feared and ee 
ed God, who had given such power to man.—Ib. 

This power, which he himself had, as man, 
he conferred, as we have seen above, upon 
his Apostles: declaring besides, that, as the 
Father had sent him, so he sent them. And to 





shew the unlimited extent of their power, he 
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prefaces his missive mandate to them with 
these words: All power is given to me in Hea- 
ven and on earth: go ye therefore, §c. Matt. 
xxviii. 18. 

In his prayer to his heavenly father the 
night before he suffered, he expressed him- 
self thus: As thou, Father, hast sent me into 
this world, I also have sent them into the world; 
and the glory which thou hast given to me, I 
have given to them; that they may be one, as we 
also are one. And to shew that his commis- 
sion to them, with all its accompanying pow- 
ers, was not to be limited to them, nor to 
their time, but was to descend through 
them to their rightful successors, he adds in 
the same prayer; and not for these only do I 
pray: but for those also, who, through their 
word shall believe in me. John xvii. 18. &c. 

Our Lord, besides, assures that he came, 

rot to abolish, but to fulfil the law: adding, with 
his most solema asseveration, Amen, I say un- 
to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one 
jol, or tiltle of the law shall not pass, till all be 
fulfilled. Matt. v. 17, 18, that is, till all the 
types and figurative allusions in the ceremo- 
nial observances of the old law find their full 
spiritual accomplishment in the new. Now 
one of these figurative allusions, and a most 
striking one, was the law of the leprosy. Lev. 
13. That loathsome and infectious disease 
was thereby subjected, not to the inspection 
and prescriptions of the physicians, but of 
the priests; to shew that sin. the leprosy of 
the soul, should be thus subjected in the new 
law to the inspection and prescriptions, of the 
Saviour’s priesthood. Hence, in the only 
two instances recorded in the gospet of our 
Saviour’s healing the leprosy, he command- 
ed the lepers, applying to him for a.cure, to 
go, as the law directed, and show themselves to 
the Priest. Matt. viii. 4—Luke xvii. 14, thus 
sanctioning the law in all its allusive mean- 
ing; and leaving the spiritual leper applying 
to him for a cure, under the indispensable 
obligation, in will at least, and intention, 
where the opportunity is wanting, of expos- 
ing his leprosy to the priest, and abiding by 
his direction. Else, let the Protestant shew 
me why the Saviour thus made his cure of 
the leprosy conditional. Let him shew me 
also how the figure in questien has been ful- 
filled to the last jot, or tittle. 


compliance with this humiliating obligation, 
‘we shall find that he enjoined it more as a 
measure of merey and law towards us, than 
of justice and punishment tor our offences. 
For, in the first place, it is a strong, natu- 
ral check put upon our sinful propensities.— 
For who, knowing that he can never expect | 
forgiveness from God, for whatever grievous | 
sins he commits, unless he first humbly con- 
fess them to his pastor, would not rather de- 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for sale at P. Moonry’s Catholic Book-store, 
Federal street, Boston; also, at Patrick Denvir’s Pook- 
store, Main-Street, Charlestown, a number of useful 
and interesting little works, among which are the follow- 
ing, which may be had on the most favorable terms: 

1. WintTeER EveniInG DIaLoGueEs between John 
Hardman and John Cardwell, or thoughts on the 


| Rule of Faith, in a series of letters,—1i8 mo. 


2. LerrerRs ON THE SPANISH INQUISITION, 
Arare work, and the best which has ever appeared 





ny himself the proposed criminal gratifica- 
tion, than subject himself to the indispensa-| 





confessor, a fellow mortal? ; 
The Protestant says he will confess his 


our sinfulness better than we do ourselves. 
And, however much the Protestant may boast 
of his familiarity with his Maker, even after | 
grievously offending him; he must own, after | 
all, that the humble diffidence of the publi-| 


on the subject: by M. Le Comte Joseph Le Mais- 
tre; translated from the French, with additional 


ble obligation of disclosing his guilt to his) notes and Illustrations: by T. J. 0’ Flaherty, S. E. 


C.—12mo. Per doz. $6, retail, 62 1-2 cents. 
3. Proors oF THE TRUE CHURCH, IN TWO 


sins only to God. We ate all bound to do|Parrs; by Clement Winceslaus, Archbishop and 
so with humility and sorrow. But he knows | Z/ector of Treves, and bishop of Augsburg; trans 


lated from the French.—24 mo. Per doz. $3; retail, 
1 cents. 

4. THe Yourn’s Director; or familiar In- 
structions for Young People; which may be found 
useful also, to persons of every sex, age, and condi- 
tion of life; illustrated with a number of historical 





can in the gospel, who durst not so much as traits and edifying examples; translated from the 
look up to heaven, was more pleasing to God, | French.—24 mo. Per doz. $4 ORs retail, 42 3-4 cts, 
than the proud, presuming assurance of the| 5. Invinciste Reasons, which should forever 
Pharisee. He dares often do that in the pre-| attach a Roman Catholic to his Religion, and en- 


do in the presence of man. The Catholic, | 
then, who knows his obligation of confessing | 
his secret guilt to nian; has one strong in-| 
ducement to refrain from sin, which the Pro-| 
testant is deprived of. 
But the great object, which the Saviour | 
had in view in thus obliging us to expose the | 
leprosy of our souls to his priests, was, that 
the spiritual patients, by making known their | 
spiritual ailments, or diseases, might receive | 
the proper advice and prescriptions from their | 
spiritual physicians; for no doctor ean pre- 
scribe, without knowing the disease, and the 
particular case, for which he prescribes. 





Al Catholic not as bad as he was represented. 


During our absence for the last two, or| 
three weeks, a paragraph relative toa cer- 
tain anonymous letter writer was published in 
this paper. A Portuguese gentleman, Mr. | 
F. J. Rodrigues, considering himself impli-| 


cated by the publication, has, since our re-' 








Besides, as every incident of our Saviour’s | 
elsfe was by himself designed, and is record- | 
ed by his inspired writers for our instruction, | 
for, according to St. Paul, whaterer is writlen, | 
is written for your instruction: Rom. xv. 4, in 
the one leper, whom he healed, in the condi- 
tional way just mentioned, we discover a fi- 
gure of man in the abstract, or of human na- 
ture freed by him from the leprosy of sin, and 
in the ten lepers who presented themselves at 
once before him, on another occasion, the fen 
possible cases of spiritual leprosy in the hu- 
man race; or the ten ways by which we may 
become lepers in the spiritual sense; which 
we do by a breach of any of the ien com- 
mandments: all which cases he refers to the 
inspection and direction of his priests, as the 
indispensable condition on which he grants a 
eure. 

To this humbling duty all, who have sin- 
ned, are subjected; from the monarch on the 
throne, to the lowliest of his subjects; from 
the first pastor in the Church, to the last of 
the faithful.—-Yet, if we consider the many 





| 





advantages aceruing to us from our exact 


turn, satisfied us that the charges of threat. | 
ening, and of having absconded on being) 
charged. with authorship of the letters in| 
question are without foundation.—He ac-| 
knowledges the writing of two anonymous 
letters in 1829 to the clergyman. Although 
we cannot approve of anonymous correspon- 
dence, yet Mr. R. assures us that his inten-| 
tions, at least, were honorable. | 


We make this correction cheerfully. Mx. | 
R. we learn, has hitherto sustained an unim-| 
peached and respectable character. He has’ 
indeed been imprudent, but beyond this we 
consider him guiltless; and those editors who 
may have copied our unintentional mistate- 
ments will oblige us by publishing this cor- 
rection. N. E. Weekly Review. 








DIED, 


On the 9th inst. in this city, Mr. Henry NicHot- 
80N. May he rest in peace. Amen. 





Frep. C. Hasr,—— 


: . |gage all Protestants to embrace the same.—24 mo. 
sence of God, which he would not so readily | Por doz. 30 apt ae 


6. A sHorT Exposition oF THE MARKS OF THE 
True Cuurcnu; by Carpinau Gerpiv. Translat- 
ed from the French, for the first time; to which is prefix~ 
ed a brief and interesting sketch of the life of the illus- 
trious writer. 


7. Asure Way to find out THe True Re xi- 
GION, in a conversation between a Father and his Son, 
by the late Rev. T. Baddely. 


8. A SHaver for Joun CuetTiLe, Methodist 
Preacher; or, a Vindication of the Doctrine of the Real 
Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist, as taught 
by the Catholic Church: in two letters to a friend; by 
the Rev. J. A. Mason, formerly a Methodist Preacher. 


The Public are respectfully informed, that MANN- 
tnG’s SHortT Way To END Dispures is now in 
Press, which will also shortly appear. 


3? Distant Book-sellers, and others who may be 
disposed to take a number of the above works, will be 
allowed a reasonable discount. 
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